Wcst St. Olamc Luthcran C[‘turch

70640 260" Avenue — Hagﬁel&, MN
November 50, 2025: Firs’c Sunclag of Advent
Fastor: Rcv. Faul Tlﬁompson Organist: Fat Ne]son

WELCOME! WE'RE GLAD YOU'RE VISITING:
If you're visiting, please sign our guestbook (in the narthex).
Worship times rotate monthly between East & West St. Olaf.

SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
g EARLY SERVICE at 8:30 am (Dec. at West, coffee 9:30 am)
&8 JAM at 9:30 am at West for all students, also West coffee
% LATE SERVICE at 10:30 am (Dec. at East, coffee follows)
Christmas Programs Dec. 7 & Dec. 14: Details in announcements.

THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING US

WELCA Chair(s): Nov. - Nancy Gulbransen, Marilyn Skov
Altar Guild: Nov. - Cindy Senjem & Donna Larsen
Acolytes: Nov. 30 - open

Ushers: Pete Danielson organizes volunteers

Deacon: Nov. - Carma Bjornson

Stewardship: 5t Sunday - Church Council

READINGS: November 30 - First Sunday of Advent
INTRODUCTION: The new church year begins with a wake-up
call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus
challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour
of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather
all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or
suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of
salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us
this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the
promises of God.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5: The visionary message presented in
this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal
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reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that
Lord now!”

PSALM: Psalm 122

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14: Paul compares the advent
of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of
Christ’s coming in the future.

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44: Jesus describes his second coming as a
sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our
normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be
aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come
unannounced.

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHTED ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY: DECORATING CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS
Come one, come all! All ages of helpers are invited to
help decorate West church for Christmas right after
2225 church today, November 30. It’s fun and many helpers
L7 make the decorating go quickly.

PRACTICE TODAY & CHRISMAS PROGRAM DATES
We hope you can join us for our Christmas
program “Journey to the Christ Child” to celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior! The
- program will be presented at both East & West.
FINAL PRACTICE FOR PROGRAMS: Today, Nov. 30: JAM
has a 2-hour practice at EAST church from 9:30-11:30 am.
CHRISMAS PROGRAM DATES:
>> EAST: Dec. 7 at 10:30 am with a soup and sandwich lunch
served afterward by the East WELCA for all attendees.
>> WEST: Dec. 14 at 8:30 am with Jesus’ birthday cake and
coffee following the program.




THANK YOU!!

JAM & Luther League thank you for your

generous donations to their fundraising/food

5 gathering efforts for local area food banks!

70 Monetary gifts totaled $485, and 116 pounds of
food items were donated. Thank you again!

NOVEMBER IS FOODSHELF MONTH

JAM and Luther League are working together on a food-
drive for nonperishable foods or monetary donations.
Please consider donating to help those in need. Thank you.

>> Collection boxes are in West church and chapel.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR BY HAYFIELD CREST AUXILIARY
This Saturday, Dec. 6 from 8:00am-Noon, the

> Field Crest Auxiliary invites you to their

S Christmas Bazaar to be held at the HAYFIELD

: -”—'_. SENIOR CENTER on Main Street: Lefse, Baked
4 Goods, Embroidered Dish Towels, Craft Items,
Christmas Décor & QUILT RAFFLE. Coffee and treats for a free

will offering. Proceeds go toward Field Crest Care Center projects.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
A West St. Olaf will host Advent by Candlelight
St A: tonight (offering goes to “Share Christmas”

= |~ this year - make checks to: Hayfield Share
ZAZ I Christmas OR to West St. Olaf WELCA).
We will have time for fellowship and refreshments starting at
5:00 pm in the chapel, church service at 6:00 pm with Pastor
Heidi Heimgartner from First Lutheran Church of Blooming
Prairie sharing her Advent message. A light supper will follow,
back at the chapel.

>> If you are interested in attending, hostessing a table,
helping with the service or on the food committee, please
sign up in the back of the church. We hope to have 14-16
tables again this year to share the blessings of the season with
many! Direct questions to Donna Larsen or Heather Bamlet.




BEAUTIFYING OUR SANCTUARIES FOR CHRISTMAS

If you’d like to donate a poinsettia, we will recognize it in
the Christmas Eve bulletin. Please inform one of the
following people by Fri., Dec. 12 (specify who the
plant is from; and whom it’s in memory-of).

WEST: Sheryl Wohlers (365-8816 or 259-5974)

EAST or WEST: Email Gina at eastwest@kmtel.com

WEST ST. OLAF CHRISTMAS MISSION!

West is sponsoring a family from Families

First/ Crisis Nursery for our Thrivent Action
Team “Christmas mission” this year.

This family consists of a 4 year old boy, 7 and 9
year old girls, and Mom. Their needs and wishes
are written on tags on the tree in the church entrance. If you are
unable to shop, monetary donations are welcome to help
purchase winter coats, snow pants, hats and mittens.

If giving a monetary donation - please make checks out to
West WELCA. You may wrap your gifts and tape the tag on
the outside, or the Luther League is willing to wrap gifts.
Please bring your gifts by December 14. We hope you will be
able to help this family have a bright Christmas. Thank you.

LUTHER LEAGUE DECEMBER EVENT
Luther League will be having their December
\ event on Wednesday, Dec. 17 from 6-8pm at the
~ chapel. This will be part of confirmation this
evening so all confirmation students should plan
to attend. This is for ALL Luther League members though. We

will have a pizza party, wrap gifts for our adopted families,
and play an assortment of holiday games with prizes.
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES

Come celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas

Eve! Everyone is welcome to attend worship at either

church.

EAST Christmas Eve Candlelight service is 4:00
pm Wed., December 24.

WEST Christmas Eve Candlelight service is 6:00
pm Wed., December 24.

HAPPENING TODAY & THIS WEEK
Deadline for bulletin information — Wednesdays by 7:30 pm.

TODAY 8:30 am East worship, then coffee

9:30-11:30 amJAM: Two-hour practice at EAST
church, for Christmas program
Also West coffee, and West WELCA
Board meets during coffee

10:30 am  West worship

>>>>> West decorates church for Christmas
ALL ages are encouraged to come
and help - it's fun!

Monday: 9am-Noon  Pastor at office

Tuesday: 10:00 am East quilting/sack lunch
Wednesday: 7:00 pm Both: Confirmation Class at West
Thursday: 9am-Noon Pastor at office

Friday: = - Pastor’s day off-work

Saturday: 8:00 am-Noon Field Crest Auxiliary Bazaar at
Hayfield Senior Center on Main.
Sun. (12/07) 8:30 am West worship, Comm.
NOTE: No West coffee because the
chapel is decorated for Advent

10:30 am EAST Christmas Program, Comm.
Soup & sandwich lunch served by
WELCA following (for all West &
East attendees and participants)

>>>>> WEST: Advent by Candlelight
5:00 pm Refreshments in chapel




Dec.

Dec.
Dec.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Dec.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

6:00 pm Service in the church, with
a light supper following

COMING UP AT EAST & WEST

8 (Mon.): 9am-Noon
>>>>>

9 (Tue.): 10:00 am
10 (Wed.): 10:30 am

7:00 pm
11 (Thu.): 9am-Noon
12 (Fri.): --—--—-—---
13 (Sat.):  10:00 am
14 (Sun.): 8:30 am
>>>>>

10:30 am
15 (Mon.): 9am-Noon
16 (Tue.): 10:00 am
17 (Wed.): 7:00 pm

18 (Thu.): 9am-Noon

19 (Fri):  -----—--

21 (Sun.): 8:30 am
9:30 am

10:30 am
>>>>>

22 (Mon.): 9am-Noon
23 (Tue.): >>>>>

Pastor at office

JOINT Council Meeting at WEST
6:00 pm-Individual meetings

7:00 pm-Joint meeting begins

East quilting/sack lunch

WEST WELCA Christmas Party &
Potluck lunch - Men welcome too!
Both: Confirmation Class at West
Pastor at office

Pastor’s day off-work

EAST WELCA Christmas Party
West CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Due date to drop off gifts for West
Christmas Mission family

EAST Worship (coffee follows)
Pastor at office

East Quilter Christmas Gathering
Both: Confirmation AND Luther
League PIZZA PARTY, wrap gifts
Pastor at office

Pastor’s day off-work

West worship

NO JAM class, West coffee

East worship (coffee follows)

Due date to drop off East ¢ifts

for “180 Youth Center” mission
Pastor at office

NO quilting at East

24 (Wed.): *CHRISTMAS EVE Candlelight Services**

All are welcome to attend at either church

4:00 pm

East Candlelight Service, Comm.



6:00 pm West Candlelight Service, Comm.

Dec. 25 (Thu.): -------- OFFICE CLOSED
No worship - Merry Christmas!
Dec. 26 (Fri.): -----—---- Pastor’s day off-work

Dec. 28 (Sun.): 9:30 am Joint worship at WEST, with
Coffee & fellowship following
(Note: NO communion this day and
NO JAM classes this day)

Dec. 29 (Mon.): 9am-Noon Pastor at office

Dec. 30 (Tue.): >>>>> NO quilting at East
Dec. 31 (Wed.): >>>> NO class for Confirmation
TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER

West Prayers: David Thoe, Family Raymond Kyllo,

Ashley Hazelman, Linda K., (friend of Pat Nelson), Amber Haley
(Todd and Denice Beaver's daughter), Russ Skov, Carma Bjornson,
Joy Beaver, Kathy B., Sandy Miller (sister of Carma. B.), Aloma
Eastlee, Dawn Hugeback, Darlene Hanson, Kelly Keckhafer,
Gloria & Boyd Pew, Cindy & Philip Senjem, and Matt Miller
(nephew of Carma B.). Serving in our military: Jack Kenyon
(nephew of Will & Gail Laxen), Patrick Reynolds (grandson of Sue
Hyland), Erika Smith (granddaughter of Carma & Ardean
Bjornson).

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PASTOR Paul Thompson: (Call before driving to office)
Cell Phone: 507-273-8504 Email: pthomp821@gmail.com
Office hours: Monday and Thursday 9am-Noon

OR by appointment (Day off-work is Friday)

SECRETARY: Gina Moser: (Call before driving to office)
Office Phone: 507-365-8222 Cell Phone: 507-951-4964
Emails: eastwest@kmtel.com

Office Hours: Tues. & Thursdays

OUR WEBSITES: eaststolaf.org OR weststolaf.org
JANITORIAL SVC WEST: Steve Schuck 507-951-9718
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COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION:

President, Will Laxen: 507-208-5399

Vice President, Hans Estby: 507-365-8600 or 507-259-8843
Head Deacon, Sheryl Wohlers: 507-365-8816 or 507-259-5974



